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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This is response to RCE and amendment received on 03/23/06. Claims 1 , 5 and 
7 have been amended. Claims 1 and 5-8 have been finally rejected below. 

Specification 

2. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction 
of the following is required: the term "devoid of an enclosing hem" that has been 
amended into the claims, is not found in the specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1, 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Chujfi (US 3,234,564). 

In regard to claim 1, Chujfi teaches an improved reversible zipper fly cover 
comprising a zipper having a first attachment strip(44) opposite a second attachment 
strip(44). A first panel zipper flap (12) connected to the first attachment strip (44) and 
attached by a first finished seam (column 3, lines 1-20). A second panel zipper flap (12) 
connected to the second attachment strip (44) and attached by a second finished seam 
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(column 3, lines 1-20). A first fly cover flap (49) formed by attaching the first panel 
zipper flap (44) to the first panel by a first fly cover finish seam (40). A second fly cover 
flap (49) formed by attaching the second panel zipper flap (44) to the second panel by a 
second fly cover finish seam (40). The reversible zipper flap cover is symmetric so that 
each of the first and second fly cover flaps can be used as the outsides of the reversible 
zipper fly cover (figures 1 and 2, identifier 49). 

In regard to claim 5, Chujfi teaches a method for producing a zipper fly cover the 
method comprising the steps of connecting a first panel to a first panel zipper flap by a 
first finished seam (column 3, lines 1-20). Connecting a second panel to a second panel 
zipper flap by a second finished seam (column 3, lines 1-20). Attaching a first 
attachment strip (49) of a reversible zipper (46, 48) to the first panel zipper flap (44) in a 
manner offset from an outer edge by a first attachment seam (40). Attaching a second 
attachment strip (49) of the reversible zipper (46, 48) to the second panel zipper flap 
(44) in a manner offset form an outer edge, by a second attachment seam (40), so that 
the firstattachment strip and the first panel zipper flap are generally parallel. Forming a 
first fly cover flap (49) by attached the first panel zipper flap (44) to the first panel (12) 
by a first fly cover finished seam (40), so that the second attachment strip and the 
second panel zipper flap are generally parallel. Forming a second fly cover flap (49) by 
attaching the second panel zipper flap (44) to the second panel by a second fly cover 
finish seam (40). 

However, Chujfi fails to teach the first and second attachment strips being devoid 
of an enclosing hem. 
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It would have been obvious to have provided the first and second attachment 
strips being devoid of an enclosing hem or having an enclosing hem, because as long 
as the attachment strips are attached to the first and second zipper flaps and provide a 
reversible fly structure the presence or not of an enclosing hem does not effect the 
reversibility of the zipper structure and therefore can be there or not. There is no 
discussion in the originally filed disclosure detailing the criticality or advantage of the 
first and second attachment strips being devoid of an enclosing hem. 

In regard to claim 6, Chujfi teaches the method of forming a crotch seam 
extending laterally downward (see crotch seam in figures 1 and 2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Chujfi in view of Vaghela (GB 2153656 A). 

Chujfi teaches a reversible garment with a reversible fly comprising a first panel 
zipper flap (49) attached to a first panel of the reversible garment. A second panel 
zipper flap (49) attached to a second panel of the reversible garment, the second panel 
zipper flap (49) having the same shape as the first panel zipper flap (49). The reversible 
fly is symmetric so that each of the first and second sides of the garment can be used 
as the outside of the garment (figures 1 and 2, identifier 49). 
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However, Chujfi fails to teach the zipper having a reversible traveler guide 
located between the first and second fly cover flaps. Further, Chujfi fails to teach the 
first and second attachment strips being devoid of an enclosing hem. 

It would have been obvious to have provided the first and second attachment 
strips being devoid of an enclosing hem or having an enclosing hem, because as long 
as the attachment strips are attached to the first and second zipper flaps and provide a 
reversible fly structure the presence or not of an enclosing hem does not effect the 
reversibility of the zipper structure and therefore can be there or not. There is no 
discussion in the originally filed disclosure detailing the criticality or advantage of the 
first and second attachment strips being devoid of an enclosing hem. 

Vaghela teaches a reversible fly comprising a zipper having a reversible traveler 
guide located between the first and second panel zipper flaps (figures 3 and 4, identifier 
22). 

In regard to claim 8, Vaghela teaches the reversible traveler guide being 
positioned from each of the first and second sides of the garment (figures 3 and 4, 
identifiers 22). 

It would have been obvious to have provided the reversible fly of Chujfi with the 
reversible traveler guide of Vaghela, since the reversible traveler guide provided in the 
reversible fly of Chujfi would provide a reversible fastening system with only one traveler 
that is operable in both the obverse and reveres modes without needing two traveler 
guides. 
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Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed 03/23/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

I) Applicant argues that Chujfi (US 3,234,564) fails to teach the first and second 
attachment strips being devoid of an enclosing hem. 

Examiner notes that the attachment strips being devoid of an enclosing hem is 
not discussed in the specification detailing why it is critical to the invention or an 
advantage to the invention over other embodiments. Since the originally filed disclosure 
is silent on the first and second attachment strips being devoid of an enclosing hem, 
then the presence of an enclosing hem or the non-presence of an enclosing hem is not 
critical to the invention as long as the first and second attachment strips are attached to 
zipper flaps and provide a reversible zipper fly construction. 

Conclusion 

8. All claims are drawn to the same invention claimed in the application prior to the 
entry of the submission under 37 CFR 1.114 and could have been finally rejected on the 
grounds and art of record in the next Office action if they had been entered in the 
application prior to entry under 37 CFR 1.114. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE 
FINAL even though it is a first action after the filing of a request for continued 
examination and the submission under 37 CFR 1.114. See MPEP § 706.07(b). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alissa L. Hoey whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4985. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00-5:30)Second Friday Off, 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Calvert can be reached on (571) 272-4983. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Alissa L. Hoey 
Primary Examiner 
Technology Center 3700 



